


Seeing Color 

 Color and light are inseparable, without light 

there would be no color  

 When light passes through a prism a spectrum 

of colors becomes visible  

 





Defining Color  

Hue 

The name of a color, 

such as red or yellow, 

that distinguishes it from 

others and assigns it a 

position in the visual 

spectrum and on the 

color wheel  

 



Properties of Color  

 Value:  

 

 Tint: 

 

 Shade: 

 

 Tone:   

 

 Intensity:  

Lightness or darkness of a color tone. This is 

determined by the quantity of light that a color reflects  

 

 Adding white to a color 

“Lighten” 

Adding black to a color 

“Darken” 

Describes  the brightness or dullness, Quality of light 

in a color , the purity, saturation, or chroma of a color. 

For example, fire engine red is a high intensity color, 

while brick red is a low intensity color  

Adding gray or the color’s opposite 

“Mute or Tone down”    





Properties of Color 

Color Intensity 

High Intensity                                             Low Intensity  

4 ways to change a colors Intensity:        1. add white        2. add grey 

                3. add black        4. add the complement  

                                                                         



Color Wheel  

 Primary colors 

 

 

 Secondary colors 

 

 

 Tertiary colors 

Red  Yellow   Blue 

Orange  Green  Violet  

Red-Orange Yellow-Orange 

Yellow-Green Blue-Green Blue-

Violet Red-Violet 





Color Schemes 

 Achromatic 

 A color scheme created using black, white, or 

variations of grey  

 NO IDENTIFIABLE HUE  



Color Schemes  

 Complementary 

  2 colors that are directly 

opposite from each other on 

the color wheel. 



Color Schemes   

Analogous        
   

 

 

 
  

  The analogous color scheme 
uses colors that are near 
each other on the color 
wheel (side by side) such 
as yellow, yellow-green, 
green, and blue-green.  



Color Schemes 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

     

     A color scheme that includes a main color and the 
two colors on each side of its complementary 
(opposite) color on the color wheel.  

 
 

 

Split Complimentary 

  



Color 

Schemes 

Triadic  

 
 The triadic color scheme uses 

three colors equally spaced 
around the color wheel.  (can be 
neutralized, raised or lowered in 
value to produce a more tranquil 
scheme)  
 

 This scheme gives a strong 
visual contrast but still retains a 
harmony among the colors.  
 

 The triadic scheme is not as 
contrasting as the 
complementary scheme and 
give s a balanced and 
harmonious look to your work.  



Color Schemes  

Monotone/Neutral  

 Created from a color with low 

chroma 

 

 Usually neutral colors 

  

 Accents of stronger chroma 

may be used in accessories 

without changing the neutral 

scheme  



Color Schemes 

 Monochromatic  
 Colors are one color plus tints, tones,  and shades of 

that color. Tints are  made by adding white, tones by 

adding gray and shades by adding black. 

 Patterns are often incorporated  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=monochromatic+room&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=csFc5yVm7FbmFM&tbnid=kVXJa60RL3LbXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthefrencheye.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F11%2Fhelp-monochromatic-rooms.html&ei=4CMtUoeNLK6GyQHp8YDwDQ&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHP-nuU34hA4aerkOxhm_Q4oQCJqw&ust=1378776356011812
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=monochromatic+room&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=csFc5yVm7FbmFM&tbnid=kVXJa60RL3LbXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthefrencheye.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F11%2Fhelp-monochromatic-rooms.html&ei=4CMtUoeNLK6GyQHp8YDwDQ&bvm=bv.51773540,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHP-nuU34hA4aerkOxhm_Q4oQCJqw&ust=1378776356011812


Color Schemes 

Cool colors 

 Cool colors include greens, blues & 

violets.  

 Generally relaxing and cooling  

 Expand Space, sometimes perceived as 

cold and uninviting  



Color Schemes 

Warm Colors 

 Warm colors include reds, oranges and 

yellows 

 Considered engaging, positive, and stimulating 

 They can enclose space  

 If used in large areas colors may create an 

irritable environment  

 

 

 



Feelings and Reactions 

 ACTIVITY:  

 

 List each color and tell me how it makes you 

feel or what it makes you think of. 



Feelings & Reactions 

 Red 

 Courage, passion, love, danger, fire, 

strength, energy  

 Orange  

 Stimulating, Cheerful, sunset  

○ When muted may appear cool or 

refreshing  

 Yellow  

 Delicate, warmth, sunlight, uplifting,  



Feelings & Reactions 

 Green 

 Envy, fresh, healthy, peace, nature  

 Blue  

 Honesty, loyalty, sky, masculine, safe, 

calm, cold, water  

 Violet 

 Royalty, power, drama, balance 



Feelings & Reactions 

 White 

 Purity, cleanliness, freshness  

 Black 

 Mourning, sorrow, sophistication, 

mystery, nighttime  

 Brown 

 Earth, wood, warmth, comfort  

 Gray 

 Gloom, storm, fog, wisdom, high tech  



Multiculturalism & 

Color  

 Color is an international language  

 Every culture identifies colors with 

something different  

 It is important to be sensitive to cultural 

color associations when working with 

clients from different cultures  



Reflecting Personality 

 

 When designing a room the opinions of 

occupants should be considered  

 

 

 Personal preferences should always be 

the main considerations instead of 

trends  



Reflecting the Mood of 

the Room 

 Color sets the mood of a room  

 Large areas with an intense color will be 

irritating  

 Neutralized tones for a large 

background are ideal  


