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¡  Conceiving a child 

§  Some couples take a few months 
§  Some couples take considerably longer 
§  Infertility 

§  If a couple is unable to conceive after 12 months 

¡  About 40% of fertility problems are the result of male 
infertility 
§  Three most common causes of infertility in men 

§  1.) Low production of sperm 
§  2.) Impaired delivery of sperm  
§  3.) Low production of a male sex hormone 

FERTILITY PROBLEMS 



¡  About 60% of Infertility problems are a result of female 
infertility  
§  Hormone imbalance  
§  A woman’s ova deteriorates in quality with age 
§  Blocked fallopian tubes 

§  Scar tissue 

§  Endometriosis  
§  Tissue that normally lines the uterus is found in other locations 



¡  Treatments 
§  Physicians  

§  Conduct test to find the cause 
§  Offer treatment options  

¡  Artificial insemination 
§  Physician determines exact ovulation  
§  Implants sperm into uterus  
§  Sperm can come from husband or donor  

¡  In vitro fertil ization 
§  An ovum from the woman is removed  
§  Then combined in a dish with the sperm 
§  Fertilized outside of the woman's body 
§   Then placed back inside her uterus  

TREATMENT OPTIONS 



¡  Adoption 
§  Is a legal process by which people acquire the rights and responsibilities 

of parenthood for children who are not biologically their own  
¡  Reasons for children being available 

§  Death of birth parents  
§  Loss of parental rights 
§  Unprepared to provide for child’s needs 

§  Physically 
§  Emotionally 
§  Financially 

¡  Reason for parents being available  
§  Health risks 
§  Single 
§  Provide a loving, stable home for a child without one  

CHOOSING ADOPTION 



¡  Application 
¡  Series of meetings with a social worker 

§  Ask about income and time demand of jobs 

¡  Home visits 
§  Ensure that it is clean and safe 

¡  Police report 
¡  Letter of Recommendations  
¡ Waiting period  

§  Healthy infant has the longest waiting period 
§  2-7 years 

¡  Social worker home visits after child placement 

PUBLIC ADOPTION PROCESS 



¡  Private/independent adoption 
§  No agency involvement 
§  Lawyer draw up a legal agreement  

 
¡  International adoptions 

§ More children needing parents 
§  50+ countries to adopt from 
§  Determined by agencies in the country  
§  Typically required to make 1 or more trips overseas 

OTHER ADOPTION OPTIONS 



¡  Foster parents 
§  Provide temporary care for a child that has been removed from a 

home 
§  Until a permanent solution can be found  

¡  Foster parents must be approved and licensed by state 
¡  Receive a small monthly payment 
¡  Children in foster care 

§  Previous stressful experiences 
§  Struggle with rejection/insecurity 
§  Emotional/behavioral/developmental/physical problems  

¡  Foster to adopt 
§ Mr. Andrews 

BECOMING A FOSTER PARENT 


